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of oranges, apples, bananas, grapes, and a big bag of unshelled pea-
nuts, would be put ready. Gandhi would ring for the smartly dressed
waiter, and order tea and toast for those who desired it. Then all
would set to work, eating, talking and laughing.
Gandhi stayed in London for about four months. His arrival in
England was preceded by the murder of Sir Gurzon Wyllie by
Madanlal Dhingra on July i. At the police court Dhingra claimed
that it was his right as a patriot to commit this deed, and later at the
Old Bailey he denied the right of the Lord Chief Justice to pass sen-
tence on him. Dhingra, from the dock, said : "I admit the other day I
attempted to shed English blood as an humble revenge for the in-
human hangings and deportations of patriotic Indian youths. In this
attempt I have consulted none but my own conscience. I have con-
spired with none but my own duty. I believe that a nation held down
by foreign bayonets is in a perpetual state of war, since often battle is
rendered impossible to a disarmed race. I attacked by surprise; since
guns were denied me, I drew my pistol and fired. As a Hindu I felt
that wrong to my country is an insult to God. Her cause is the cause
of Shri Rama, her service is the service of Shri Krishna. Poor in
wealth and intellect, a son like myself has nothing else to offer to the
mother but his own blood, and so I have sacrificed the same on her
altar. The lesson required in India at present is to learn how to die,
and the only way to teach it is by dying ourselves. Therefore,, I die,
and glory in my martyrdom."
Fearlessly Dhingra reiterated his faith and concluded his speech by
saying: "My only prayer to God is may I be reborn of the same
Mother, and may I re-die in the same sacred cause till the cause is
successful and she stands free for the good of humanity and to the
glory of God." His last words were "Bande Mataram".
Dhingra's speech made a deep impression. Referring to the speech
Mr. Winston Churchill, Under-secretary for the Colonies, remarked,
"the finest ever made in the name of patriotism*5.
During this stay Gandhi came in contact with well-known Indian
terrorists in London. Their bravery impressed him, but he felt that
their zeal was misguided. Referring to Dhingra's deed Gandhi said:
"Those who believe that India has gained by Dhingra's act and other
similar acts in India make a serious mistake. Dhingra was a patriot,
but his love was blind. He gave his body in a wrong way, its result
can only be mischievous."